
Sebaceous	gland

Part	of	the	sebaceous	gland

Sebaceous	Glands
These	are	holocrine	glands	–	sebum	is	produced	by	cell	breakdown.	It	is	located
in	the	upper	half	of	the	coria,	opens	into	the	infundibula	of	the	hair	follicles	(but
also	without	hair),	together	with	it	forms	the	so-called	pilosebaceous	unit.	They
are	characterized	by	seborrheic	localization	-	i.e.,	the	face	(nose	and
surroundings),	upper	parts	of	the	breasts	and	back,	on	the	contrary,	they	are	not
on	the	palms	and	soles.	These	also	include	Meibomian	Glands	and	the
praeputiales	Tysoni.	Their	secretion	is	influenced	by	hormones	(predominantly
androgens).

Sebum	is	an	oily	secretion	that	is	formed	from	dead	epithelial	cells.	Active	basal
cells	are	located	in	the	periphery	of	the	lobule.	Towards	the	inside,	they
differentiate	and	contain	a	greater	number	of	fat	droplets.	Their	nucleus
disintegrates,	cells	die	and	turn	into	secretions.	Per	day,	the	glands	secrete	2
grams	of	sebum.	On	the	whole	body	we	have	from	100	to	300	thousand
sebaceous	glands.
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