Ito Cells

Ito cells (stellate cells) are cells of mesenchymal origin located in the
perisinusoidal space of the liver lobules. Their cytoplasm contains large
lipid droplets used to store vitamin A. Under certain pathological
circumstances, e.g. after injury, alcohol damage or infection, Ito cells can
differentiate into myofibroblast-like cells and synthesize excessive
amounts of extracellular matrix, especially collagen type | and Il
Thereby they cause fibrotization of the liver. Ito cells are also
significantly involved in liver regeneration.
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Schematic representation of the structure of
the liver lobule. It's cells are labeled as
"stellate cells".
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