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Histological	preparation	gl.	sublingualis

Sublingual	gland
The	sublingual	gland	is	a	paired	gland	that	lies	on	the	upper	surface	of	the
mylohyoid	muscle,	externally	from	the	geniohyoid	muscle,	the	genioglossus
muscle	and	the	hyoglossus	muscle.	The	gland	lies	directly	under	the	mucous
membrane	of	the	floor	of	the	oral	cavity	and	thus	conditions	the	eyelid	-	plica
subligualis.

The	gland	has	small	ducts	(ductus	sublinguales	minores)	which	open	into	the
plica	sublingualis.	A	large	duct	(ductus	sublingualis	major)	is	often	created,
which	opens	separately	or	connects	with	the	duct	of	submandibular	gland	and
opens	together	in	the	'caruncula	sublingualis'.

Histology
It	is	a	tuboalveolar,	branched	and	seromucinous	gland.	Its	secretion	has	mainly
a	mucinous	component.	It	contains	mucinous	tubules	lined	with	mucinous	cells
ending	in	Gianuzzi's	lunulae.	There	are	no	inserted	outlets	here,	we	only	find
very	short	annealed	ones.

Topography	and	Syntopy
The	cranial	surface	of	the	gland	highlights	the	plica	sublingualis.
The	lateral	surface	of	the	gland	faces	the	mandible	in	its	fovea	sublingualis.
The	medial	surface	of	the	gland	faces	the	extraglossal	muscles.
The	ductus	submandibularis	and	Lingual	nerve	run	along	the	medial	surface	of	the	gland	.

Blood	vessels	and	nerves
Arteries	are	branches	of	the	external	carotid	artery:	sublingual	artery
and	submental	artery.
Veins	drain	into	Internal	jugular	vein	via	sublingual	vein	and
submental	vein.
The	sap	drains	into	the	parotid	lymph	nodes,	into	the
submandibular	nodes	and	then	into	the	deep	cervical	lymph
nodes.
Sympathetic	innervation	is	made	up	of	fibers	that	come	along	the
arteries.	Parasympathetic	innervation	comes	from	the	chorda
tympani	(	facial	nerve	)	and	lingual	nerve.
Sensitive	fibers	are	from	the	lingual	nerve.

	For	more	information	see	Innervation	of	salivary	glands.
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